
With bespoke detailing and a layout designed 
to work hard every day, this Brian Dukes Kitchens 

project shows how a well-planned kitchen can feel 
beautifully elevated without losing sight of real life.

A Kitchen 
Worth Coming 

Home To

When a contractor chooses 
your company to design 
his own kitchen, the brief is 

different from the outset.
This was not a homeowner arriving 

with Pinterest screenshots and a passing 
trend in mind. It was someone who 
had seen countless kitchens installed 
over the years and, more importantly, 
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That is where Brian Dukes Kitchens 
believes it makes the greatest difference.

This project also captures the 
company’s wider philosophy. It was not 
created by selecting from a standard 
list of options, but by designing around 
how the client actually lives, how the 
room needed to function and how each 
detail would come together in real 
time. It is the same thinking behind the 
company’s live in-studio design presenta-
tions, where clients can see their own 
space take shape before a final decision 
is made.

For Brian Dukes Kitchens, this kitchen 
reflects exactly what the company 
stands for: thoughtful design, exceptional 
detail and spaces that work as beautifully 
as they look.

And perhaps the strongest 
endorsement of all is this: the client 
was someone from within the industry, 
someone who sees kitchens every day, 
and still chose to work with them.That 
says everything.

While many kitchen decisions revolve 
around colours, handles and door styles, 
the point where cabinetry meets the 
ceiling is often what determines whether 
a room feels truly considered. Here, the 
cabinetry was taken fully to ceiling height, 
with plaster coving moulded directly into 
the units. There are no awkward voids 
above, no wasted space and no visual 
compromise.

In reality, the detail required a rethink. 
The ceiling height came in lower than 
originally planned, which meant the first 
coving detail could not be delivered as 
drawn. Rather than dilute the finish, the 
team sourced a smaller coving profile 
and installed it deeper into the ceiling. 
The solution not only resolved the issue, 
but enhanced the sense of height within 
the room.

It is the kind of refinement most 
people would never consciously notice, 
yet it is often exactly these decisions that 
give a kitchen its sense of quality.

That same restraint carries through 
the rest of the scheme. Handmade 
inframe cabinetry in Shell is balanced by 
the Willow Green island, while Calacatta 
Olympus quartz introduces soft veining 
without overwhelming the room. 
Antique brass handles and a matching 
Quooker tap bring warmth, while fluted 
glass softens the tall cabinetry and adds 
texture.

Nothing is over-stated. The luxury lies 
in the balance.

Designed to Be Lived In
The structural challenges did not end at 
the ceiling. The tall unit wall also came in 
smaller than planned, a change that could 
easily have disrupted the layout, particu-
larly around symmetry and appliance 
housing.

Instead of forcing standard sizes into 
the room, the cabinetry was customised 
to suit the space precisely. That allowed 
the design to retain clean lines, balanced 
proportions and a layout that still 
feels entirely intentional. It is one of 
the clearest benefits of manufacturing 
in-house rather than relying on fixed 
catalogue dimensions.

For Brian Dukes Kitchens, though, the 
true measure of success is never just 
how a room looks.

This kitchen was designed to work 
beautifully day to day. The island is not 
simply a centrepiece, but the functional 
heart of the space, bringing together 
storage, preparation and seating in 
one elegant solution. The tall wall 
houses appliances and storage cleanly, 
allowing the rest of the room to remain 
uncluttered, while pendant lighting helps 
define the zone and soften what is a 
generous open-plan area.

Every element earns its place. The 
result is a kitchen that feels effortless 
because it has been carefully resolved.

More Than a Finish
What makes this project memorable 
is not only the finish, but the context 
around it.

A MICA rebuild is not a conventional 
home improvement project. It is often 
an exhausting process, marked by delays, 
uncertainty and the weight of constant 
decision-making. In that setting, the 
role of a kitchen company becomes 
about more than supply. It becomes 
about clarity, reassurance and removing 
pressure wherever possible.

had seen where they fall short. He had 
already watched Brian Dukes Kitchens 
deliver for his own clients, so by the 
time he came to the team, the decision 
had largely been made. What he was 
investing in was not simply cabinetry, 
but confidence in the detail, the design 
thinking and the standard of delivery 
from beginning to end.

It created a different kind of 
expectation. There was no need for 
theatre. The brief was simply to get it 
right.

A Different Kind of Brief
This project formed part of a MICA 
rebuild, where a home must be recon-
structed because of defective concrete 
blocks, bringing a very particular kind of 
pressure to every decision.

In a rebuild of this kind, uncertainty 
tends to sit in the background at all times. 
Timelines move, choices multiply and 
the emotional weight of the process is 
never far away. For Brian Dukes Kitchens, 
that meant the kitchen had to offer the 
opposite: a sense of order, calm and 
permanence at the centre of the home.

The design direction was intentionally 
timeless. A handmade inframe kitchen 
painted in a soft Shell tone was paired 
with a Willow Green island to ground the 
space and add depth. The palette is warm, 
elegant and quietly confident, with nothing 
forced or overworked. Most importantly, 
it resists the pull of trend-led design.

The aim was never to create 
something that looked impressive only in 
photographs. It was to create a kitchen 
that would still feel beautiful and relevant 
in ten or fifteen years’ time.

Craftsmanship in the Detail
One of the most striking features in the 
finished space is also one of the most 
subtle: the ceiling detail.


